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American pragmatist Rorty and the French analytic philosopher Engel present their radically
were prominent in the classical American pragmatists: Charles S. Peirce, William James, John Dewey
different perspectives on truth and its correspondence to reality. "What's the Use of Truth?" is a rare and George H Mead. Pragmatism begins with a thoroughgoing critique of the Cartesianism that
opportunity to experience each side of this impassioned debate clearly and concisely.
dominated so much of modern philosophy. The pragmatic thinkers reject a sharp dichotomy between

The Rorty Reader Penguin UK
"A discussion of issues raised by Richard Rorty's engagement with feminist philosophy.
Includes essays about the relevance for feminism of pragmatism, philosophy, rhetoric,
realism, and liberalism"--Provided by publisher.
What's the Use of Truth? University of Chicago Press
Rorty seeks to tie philosophy's past to its future by connecting what he sees as the positive
Retrieving Realism State University of New York Press
(and neglected) contributions of the American pragmatic philosophers to contemporary
The last book by the eminent American philosopher and public intellectual Richard Rorty,
providing the definitive statement of his mature philosophical and political views. Richard Rorty s European developments. What emerges from his explorations is a revivified version of
pragmatism that offers new hope for the future of philosophy."Rorty's dazzling tour through
Pragmatism as Anti-Authoritarianism is a last statement by one of America s foremost
philosophers. Here Rorty offers his culminating thoughts on the influential version of pragmatism he the history of modern philosophy, and his critical account of its present state (the best general
introduction in print), is actually an argument that what we consider perennial
began to articulate decades ago in his groundbreaking Philosophy and the Mirror of Nature.
problems--mind and body, consciousness and objects, the foundations of knowledge, the
Marking a new stage in the evolution of his thought, Rorty s final masterwork identifies antifact/value distinction--are merely the dead-ends this picture leads us into." Los Angeles
authoritarianism as the principal impulse and virtue of pragmatism. Anti-authoritarianism, on this
view, means acknowledging that our cultural inheritance is always open to revision because no
Times Book Review"It can immediately be said that Consequences of Pragmatism must be
authority exists to ascertain the truth, once and for all. If we cannot rely on the unshakable
read by both those who believe that they agree and those who believe that they disagree with
certainties of God or nature, then all we have left to go on and argue with are the opinions and
Richard Rorty. [He] is far and away the most provocative philosophical writer working in
ideas of our fellow humans. The test of these ideas, Rorty suggests, is relatively simple: Do they work? North America today, and Consequences of Pragmatism should make this claim even
Do they produce the peace, freedom, and happiness we desire? To achieve this enlightened
stronger."The Review of Metaphysics"Philosophy, for Rorty, is a form of writing, a literary
pragmatism is not easy, though. Pragmatism demands trust. Pragmatism demands that we think and
genre, closer to literary criticism than anything else, a criticism which takes for one of its
care about what others think and care about, which further requires that we account for others
major concerns the texts of the past recognized as philosophical: it interprets interpretations.
doubts of and objections to our own beliefs. After all, our own beliefs are as contestable as anyone
If anyone doubts the continued vigor and continuing relevance of American pragmatism, the
else s. A supple mind who draws on theorists from John Stuart Mill to Annette Baier, Rorty
doubts can be laid to rest by reading this book." Religious Studies Review
nonetheless is always an apostle of the concrete. No book offers a more accessible account of
Rorty s utopia of pragmatism, just as no philosopher has more eloquently challenged the
hidebound traditions arrayed against the goals of social justice.

Philosophy and Social Hope Wiley-Blackwell
Richard Rorty is one of the most oft-cited yet least
understood philosophers of the twentieth century. This book
offers an overview and introduction to Rorty's ideas, key
writings and contributions to the various fields of
philosophy. Chronologically organized, the book traces the
development of Rorty's thought and examines all the key
topics, and controversies, central to his work. Ronald A.
Kuipers introduces Rorty's complex thought through the
exploration of three Rortyan personas: The Philosophical
Therapist, The Liberal Ironist, and the Anticlerical Prophet.
This exploration of Rorty's multivalent yet deeply coherent
intellectual identity is set against the background of Rorty's
personal motivations for studying philosophy, and for pursuing
the controversial questions he did. The book portrays how, in
conversation with the traditions of American Pragmatism,
Analytic Philosophy, and Continental Thought, Rorty weaves his
own unique and original philosophy. Rorty's originality
resides in his fresh approach to interrelated social and
political problems, revealing a thinker who has important
reasons for wading into controversial intellectual waters.
This is the ideal companion to study of this hugely
influential thinker.
Philosophy and the Mirror of Nature Macmillan
The definitive collection of the early work of one of the most influential and original philosophers of our
time.
Rorty, Pragmatism, and Confucianism A&C Black

subject and object, mind-body dualism, the quest for certainty and the spectator theory of knowledge.
They seek to bring about a sea change in philosophy that highlights the social character of human
experience and normative social practices, the self-correcting nature of all inquiry, and the continuity
of theory and practice. And they-especially James, Dewey, and Mead-emphasize the democratic
ethical-political consequences of a pragmatic orientation. Many of the themes developed by the
pragmatic thinkers were also central to the work of major twentieth century philosophers like
Wittgenstein and Heidegger, but the so-called analytic-continental split obscures this underlying
continuity. Bernstein develops an alternative reading of contemporary philosophy that brings out the
persistence and continuity of pragmatic themes. He critically examines the work of leading
contemporary philosophers who have been deeply influenced by pragmatism, including Hilary
Putnam, Jürgen Habermas, Richard Rorty, and Robert Brandom, and he explains why the discussion
of pragmatism is so alive, varied and widespread. This lucid, wide-ranging book by one of America's
leading philosophers will be compulsory reading for anyone who wants to understand the state of
philosophy today.
On 'what is History?' A&C Black
In this highly original work, Robert Nozick develops new views on philosophy’s central topics and
weaves them into a unified philosophical perspective. It is many years since a major work in English
has ranged so widely over philosophy’s fundamental concerns: the identity of the self, knowledge
and skepticism, free will, the question of why there is something rather than nothing, the foundations
of ethics, the meaning of life. Writing in a distinctive and personal philosophical voice, Mr. Nozick
presents a new mode of philosophizing. In place of the usual semi-coercive philosophical goals of
proof, of forcing people to accept conclusions, this book seeks philosophical explanations and
understanding, and thereby stays truer to the original motivations for being interested in philosophy.
Combining new concepts, daring hypotheses, rigorous reasoning, and playful exploration, the book
Achieving Our Country Cambridge University Press
exemplifies how philosophy can be part of the humanities.
"'Essays on Ethics and Feminism' brings together a selection of Sabina Lovibond's shorter writings from
Feminist Interpretations of Richard Rorty Columbia University Press
1989 to 2014. ... The book as a whole is concerned with fundamental ethical questions, including, but not
restricted to, questions of feminist ethics-- such as the nature of value and the good life; moral requirements This book provides a student introduction to contemporary historiographical debates. Jenkins
and their associated epistemology; character-formation and the ideological critique of the processes by which explores the influence of Carr and Elton, and argues that historians need to embrace the postmoderntype approach of thinkers like Rorty and White.
this is carried out." --Back cover.
Richard Rorty Columbia University Press
The Pragmatic Turn John Wiley & Sons
Contrary to popular belief fostered in countless school classrooms the world over, Christopher
Richard Rorty is considered one of the most original philosophers of the last decades, and he
Columbus did not discover that the earth was round. The idea of a spherical world had been widely has generated warm enthusiasm on the part of many intellectuals and students, within and
accepted in educated circles from as early as the fourth century B.C. Yet, bizarrely, it was not until outside the field of philosophy. The collection opens with an essay by Robert Brandom, in
the supposedly more rational nineteenth century that the notion of a flat earth really took hold. Even which he continues the discussion of Rorty’s “vocabulary vocabulary” that he began in Rorty
more bizarrely, it persists to this day, despite Apollo missions and widely publicized pictures of the
and his Critics, and ends with an interview in which Brandom talks about Rorty himself as a
decidedly spherical Earth from space. Based on a range of original sources, Garwood's history of flatteacher and friend. The collection is then divided into three further sections, each addressing
Earth beliefs---from the Babylonians to the present day---raises issues central to the history and
an aspect of Rorty’s thought. First, a political section contains several essays discussing
philosophy of science, its relationship to religion and the making of human knowledge about the
natural world. Flat Earth is the first definitive study of one of history's most notorious and persistent Rorty’s notorious “prophecy” in Achieving our Country and the idea that he would have
foreseen the rise of a political “strongman.” Also discussed are Rorty's view of the cultural
ideas, and it evokes all the intellectual, philosophical, and spiritual turmoil of the modern age.
left, his view of the relation between truth and democracy, and Rorty on the concept of
Ranging from ancient Greece, through Victorian England, to modern-day America, this is a story
that encompasses religion, science, and pseudoscience, as well as a spectacular array of people and fraternity. In a second, epistemological section, several essays address Rorty’s historicism,
anti-representationalism, and his views on truth and on religion, often through the lenses of
places. Where else could eccentric aristocrats, fundamentalist preachers, and conspiracy theorists
appear alongside Copernicus, Newton, and NASA, except in an account of such a legendary
his critics (Putnam, Habermas, Dews). A final section addresses the relations between Rorty
misconception? Thoroughly enjoyable and illuminating, Flat Earth is social and intellectual history and other philosophers such as Hume, Heidegger, and Ortega y Gasset. This works contains
at its best.
valuable essays in three languages — English, Portuguese, and Spanish — and is a small
Richard Rorty John Wiley & Sons
example of the reach of Rorty’s thought and its expansion beyond the Anglo-Saxon world in
The Library of Living Philosophers has exceeded even Schilpp's expectations, enabling the
only ten years after his death. It will appeal to Rorty’s scholars and researchers as well as any
outstanding philosophers of each generation to do more than clarify, by extending and elaborating
student of pragmatism and anti-foundationalist thought.
their thoughts. A volume in the Library of Living Philosophers is not merely a commentary on a
Contingency and Normativity: The Challenges of Richard Rorty BRILL
philosopher's work: it is a crucial part of that work. -This volume presents a selection of the philosophical papers which Richard Rorty has written over
Contingency, Irony, and Solidarity Cambridge University Press
the past decade, and complements three previous volumes of his papers: Objectivity, Relativism, and
In this major new work, Richard J. Bernstein argues that many of the most important themes in
Truth, Essays on Heidegger and Others and Truth and Progress. Topics discussed include the
philosophy during the past one hundred and fifty years are variations and developments of ideas that
changing role of philosophy in Western culture over the course of recent centuries, the role of the
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imagination in intellectual and moral progress, the notion of 'moral identity', the Wittgensteinian
claim that the problems of philosophy are linguistic in nature, the irrelevance of cognitive science to
philosophy, and the mistaken idea that philosophers should find the 'place' of such things as
consciousness and moral value in a world of physical particles. The papers form a rich and distinctive
collection which will appeal to anyone with a serious interest in philosophy and its relation to culture.
On Philosophy and Philosophers Columbia University Press
Do we still need philosophical discourse within our culture? Three prominent philosophers, Jurgen
Habermas, Richard Rorty, and Leszek Kolakowski assess the contemporary state of philosophy and
the implications for the future.
Mind, Language, and Metaphilosophy Oxford University Press, USA
One of America's foremost philosophers challenges the lost generation of the American Left to understand
the role it might play in the great tradition of democratic intellectual labor that started with writers such as
Walt Whitman and John Dewey.

Philosophy as Cultural Politics Oxford University Press
"Philosophers suffer from a peculiar occupational hazard; people are always coming up and asking
them just what it is that they do and how they do it. This is not the sort of question that biologists or
economists or musicians get asked; people know, pretty well, what they do, and they may or may not
be interested in the details. But a philosopher is different - it is very hard to imagine just what he
does with his time"--

Social Knowledge in the Making Princeton University Press
Contingentism depicts normativity as one of our human effective possibilities rather than as a
metaphysical bottleneck which we should necessary fulfill. The book is a critical survey of
Richard McKay Rorty’s “neo-pragmatism”, in the light of various theoretical arguments as
well as of his own resourceful attempts to renew philosophy from within its practice.
Pragmatism as Anti-Authoritarianism A&C Black
For Descartes, knowledge exists as ideas in the mind that represent the world. In a radical
critique, Hubert Dreyfus and Charles Taylor argue that knowledge consists of much more
than the representations we formulate in our minds. They affirm our direct contact with
reality—both the physical and the social world—and our shared understanding of it.
Consequences of Pragmatism Psychology Press
Essays, written by thirteen of the most distinguished living philosophers, together with Rorty's
substantial replies to each, and other new material by him, offer by far the most thorough and
thoughtful discussion of the work of the thinker who has been called "the most interesting
philosopher alive."
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